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Exclusive jurisdiction—only federal courts may hear and decide cases.

Unanimous opinion—situation in which all justices vote the same way.

District court—federal court where trials are held and lawsuits are begun.

Appeals court—court that reviews decisions from lower district courts.

Five—number of votes needed for a majority.

Opinion—Detailed explanation of the legal thinking behind a court decision.

Concurring opinion—Opinion written by a justice who agrees with the majority but for different reasons than those expressed in the majority decision.

Constitutional—Allowed by the Constitution.

Docket—court calendar.

Majority opinion—view of the majority of justices on a case.

The federal court consists of federal district courts, federal appeals courts, and the U.S. Supreme Court.
This is when federal courts have jurisdiction, disputes between two states.

Type of court where federal trials and lawsuits usually begin: federal district courts.

The job of an appeals court is to review decisions made in lower courts.
What does it mean when a judge uses precedent to arrive at an opinion?  The judge relies heavily on previous opinions in similar cases.

What kinds of trials do district courts hold?  They hold both criminal and civil trials.

This established the principle of federal judicial review: Supreme Court decision in Marbury v. Madison.
This limits the power of the Supreme Court: Congressional legislation

How does a case come before the Supreme Court?  The justices of the Supreme Court choose the cases they will hear.

The Supreme Court’s decision in Plessy v. Ferguson reflected American’s approval of: segregation.

